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HSC BRIEFIRG NOVES

AGGASSIRATION OF PANANANIARN PRESIDENT MAY BRING INSTABILITY TO
PANAMA

i, Assassiaaiion of Panssasksanian president Zesmon om 2 Jamuary
way iniroduce a new period of political imstability in

A.. José Ramen Guizado, first vice president and foreign
sinister sworn in as preatdent on 2 January. He
%1ill, according to constitution, complete Eomon's
tere scheduled to snd in October 1956,

B. Guizado's administration caa not be expected to bave

’ the streagth which characterized that of Remon, vhoso
F position was based on personal following awong miiti-
cvisns, the Hational CGmmrd, and the public.

Ce The goverasent remains in control of the situstion,
however, and the Natiomsl Guard, Panama’s only armed
force, reportedly ie supporting Guizado.

i1, Remon's death may delay formal signimg--now scheduled for

12 Jasuary--0f new agreements between Panaxza and the

United States oa the Canal Zome,

A, Guizado, whose attitude towsrd the United States ia
unclear, stated, on 31 Decewber that hix sole iaterest
is getting the nev agreenents signed "earlieat "
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INSERT page 3, under III, A, on sarlier draft will bdecows B,

111, A, Venezuelan security chief Pedro Estrada coansiders
the asssssination a prelude to a Ceatral iAmericas

flare~up, Estrada stated on 3 January that Remon
had reported to President Perex Jimenez two weeks
sgo that Cuban gummer were plananiang to ligunidate

both presideats,

oror R VDAL
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1. Guizado sn ardent aduieer of aati-bng
Araulfe Arias, custed forker preatdent of
Pansea, ia the late forties. Ne later gave

25X1
strong support o the United States in the
UK duriag the Zevesth Genersl Agsembly,

2, Guisado was active ia the regotistions for
revision of the casal zoae treaty, and visited
various Central Amsrican countries sad Nexieo
seeking support for the Pamsasnian stand,

2. One report indicated that Suizade has u
"aone teo savory" reputatien ia business
and public office,

B, Cosmunists, sumbering oaly 50, with perbhaps 200 addi- j
tional syupsthizers, may inm cembinstion with other '
oppositionists sttempt to eaploit the aasassination !

e snd the teeaty issue througd disorders. 25X6 J‘

1ii. 8til) no defimite clue as to the ideatity snd motives of

the assassing.

A, Some indications that President Remon might bave been
indirectly inveolved in soume Yenexwelan-Nicaragusn plan

o IUENHAL
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1, Frimcipal connections between Hemon sad Venezuels
appesy to bel

2. An inforsal econouic agrsement which appesred
to be 3 straight business tranasction.

. 4 Vesezuelsan military sission whick bhas been
traiaing the Penamanian Natiemal Guard--
Peanananisn military officiasls in Vemezuels
for training.

¢, Various shipwsnts of arus to ithe Famamaaian
RKaticusl Gusrd early ia 1854,

d., Loog standiag frieandship between Presidesnt
Pereoz Jimsnexr and Eemon.
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b, Panama arrested oone Ganta tim revolutionary
leader on 5 December at the request of the
Coste Rican Chargé, and in July saked the
brotherof former Costis Rican presideat
Picade to leave FPasama,

¢. Conta Rican Forsign Einister, howswver, as
iate as December suspected that Nevelutionary
activities agaisst Costa Rics might start
or be sssisted from Panhma. |

3. Remon and Nigaraguss dictater Somoze apparently
bave resained cordial. 25x1C

4. Available reports do net imdiake the sature of
the relstionships of newly fastalled Preasident
Guizado and Presideats Perex Jiminx, Figueres,
and Somozrs.
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